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Introduction These mounting losses, that show little or no sign of
The extent and impact of fires in schools are a natiomatlucing, come at a time when local education
disgrace. On average, each year in the UK there authorities have spent millions of pounds on
around 2,000 fires in schools and educationahproving security at schools. Nevertheless, deliberate
establishments and, while over the past decade thire setting and arson still accounts for the vast
have fortunately been no deaths in any of these firesajority of large loss fires that threaten lives, disrupt
they are responsible for an average of more than 8 community and, increasingly, damage the
injuries per year environment. In the current economic climate this is
clearly not sustainable.
The direct cost of school fires is constantly rising and
estimated currently to be in the region of £100 millioDemand for Sprinklers
per annum. However, when uninsured and social cobisthe face of such devastation, there has been an
are taken into account e.g. loss of courseworikcreasing demand from insurers, the fire & rescue
teaching aids, community facilities etc, the true costservice, local authorities and others to reverse this

far higher. trend by using automatic fire sprinkler systdms
something that has been effectively used in industrial
But above all, t he di sr and tdmmerciah pramises dam svell eovet @ hundned |

education is immense and something that cannot,ygars.
ever, be easily replaced.
Most UK education authorities now have policies to

Key facts install sprinkler system in new school buildings and
some also have decided to protect existing buildings
1 In 2006 there were over 1800 fires in when these are subject to a major refurbishment.

schools and educational establishments.
As a result, Whitehall has now taken a much more pro

Around 70% of these fires were started active stance towards the use of sprinklers and,

deliberately. although not yet legislating for their installation (Note:
except in Scotla®d ministers have acknowledged the

Every week a school is lost to fire value of investing in fire suppression rather than in

LR R R . other. more traditiona! hut it has to be said, less

school having a fire in any given year. effective, forms of fire protection.

Direct losses are approaching £100 'Source i Annual Fire Statistics 2006 CLG.

2Source T Proposed Scottish Technical Standards i Non
Domestic Premises

million per year!




